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The Word of the Lord from Psalm 80:7 (our Introit for the day): “Restore us, O God of hosts; let 
Your face shine, that we may be saved!” This is the Word of the Lord. 

 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

 
I. A People Prays for Restoration 

Restore: to return something to its original condition.  

 
“Restore us, O God of hosts,” prays the psalmist; and as a psalm, it becomes one of the hymns 

of the people of God through the ages. “Restore us,” they pray. Something has been lost—a lot has been 
lost, and they can’t get it back. Only the Lord can return them to what once was.  

 

Imagine yourself in the shoes of those who are gathered around John the Baptist at the Jordan 
River in the Gospel lesson. They are not what they once were as a nation. The golden age of the 

Kingdom of Israel was during the time of King David, about a thousand years before, and the story of 
Israel before David is by itself a miraculous one. You sang hints of it briefly in the introit for today: “You 

brought a vine out of Egypt…it took deep root and filled the land.” That’s the story of Israel, of course. 
They could hardly be called a people as slaves in Egypt, but the Lord brought them out. He led them 

through the wilderness and into the Promised Land. He gave them victory over their enemies. They were 

untouchable as the Lord led the way. The vine He brought out of Egypt took deep root: the Lord 
promised them that the land would be theirs forever as long as they obeyed His commands, His Law. 

Under the reign of David, this never seemed more possible. 
 

But it didn’t last. If you know the Old Testament at all, you know about their disobedience and 

rebellion, their many idols and false gods. By the time John the Baptist is preaching along the banks of 
the Jordan, the chosen people of God are a long way from the great kingdom of David’s time: they’ve 

been conquered and ruled, raided or enslaved by Assyrians, Babylonians, Medes, Persians, Egyptians, 
Seleucids and Romans. That doesn’t mean that the landlords changed and everything else stayed the 

same. These were often brutal empires that pillaged, destroyed, defiled and made nations disappear. 

“Restore us, O God of hosts,” pray the people of God. They have lost much: in fact, they have lost so 
much since the time of David that they probably have no idea how much is gone. They have a sense, 

though, that they are not what they are supposed to be—both as a people and as individuals. Worse than 
that, they also know that they can’t get back what was lost. This is not just about land and treasure, 

temple and Ark of the Covenant. This is about righteousness, innocence, God’s favor. It would be far 
easier to get their land back from the Romans than it would be to work their way into holiness before the 

Lord, and neither one of those is going to happen. 

 
That’s why this prayer is a wonderful petition of faith: “Restore us, O God of hosts; let Your face 

shine, that we may be saved!” They cannot restore themselves, so they pray that almighty God would 
restore them, for He is able. They can hope for nothing if God does not let His face shine upon them: if 

He does not choose to look favorably upon them, then they have no hope whatsoever. This restoration 

has to be the work of God. Will He do it? Will He restore His people? He will. They know He will because 
He has promised to be faithful. How will He restore them? They know this too. In fact, if our introit 

contained more of Psalm 80, we’d get to verse 17: “But let Your hand be on the Man of Your right hand, 
the Son of Man whom You have made strong for Yourself!” The Lord will restore, and He will restore 

through the Messiah whom He sends. But what will the Messiah do to restore all that has been lost? And 
when will this take place? 



 

It is beginning to take place even as the people gather around John the Baptist in our Gospel 
lesson. He is preparing the way for the Messiah to come: the Son of Man—the Lord of Hosts Himself—is 

about to appear. He is coming to shine His face upon His people.  
 

He is coming to restore all that was lost. 

 
John preaches this restoration: the One who is mightier is coming, the One who will baptize with 

the Holy Spirit. He is almost there—they’ll see Him shortly. And how are the people to prepare for His 
coming? John’s answer raises some eyebrows: he preaches a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins. For those who pray for the God of hosts to restore them, this makes perfect sense. Why have 
they lost so much? Because they’ve rejected Him, and they’ve departed from His Word. Historically, 

they’ve tried to run the kingdom without the Lord and His blessing—and look where that’s gotten them as 

a people. As individuals, in their sin they’ve sought to live according to their own rules, not His Law; and 
when they’ve thought about trying to please Him, they’ve attempted to do so on their own terms. All of 

this is alien to faith: instead of saying, “We trust in You, O Lord,” they are saying, “We trust that we can 
make things work and please You, Lord.” So John preaches repentance: he calls for them to turn from 

trusting themselves, and return to trusting in the Lord. It will sound strange to many: if the Lord of Hosts 

is coming, don’t you prepare by putting your best foot forward and making a show of strength? 
Repentance doesn’t do that. But John the Baptist is clear: it is only those who repent of their sins who 

will truly trust the God of Hosts to do the restoring.  
 

Anyone who is scandalized by John’s call to repentance is going to be even more so by the 
Messiah Himself. When the Messiah arrives on scene, He’s not going to raise up an army to drive out the 

Romans and restore the Kingdom of David. That’s going to disappoint a lot of people, who were hoping 

to see an Empire of Israel on earth. But an empire like that is small potatoes, and temporary ones at 
that: if the Messiah restores the Kingdom of David on earth, what will happen? The people there will be 

faithful for a time, and then they’ll fall away again. That’s how it is in a dying world: every restoration, 
reformation and revival has only a limited time as sinners rebel against it. If all the Messiah does is 

restore David’s kingdom on earth, He’s only made a temporary fix—He’s only put a Band-Aid on a 

terminal disease. But this Messiah comes to defeat His enemies, not hold them at bay for a while. He 
hasn’t come to restore the Kingdom of Israel to His people; no, far better, He has come to restore the 

Garden of Eden. He has come to restore all that was lost—not what was lost in the fall to Assyria or 
Babylon, but the Fall into sin.  

 

And in this restoration, He’s not simply going to repair the world and prop it up. He’s going end it 
and recreate a new one without sin. But first, He’ll do the same for His people. He’s not simply going to 

fix them up so that they’re less-sinful sinners than they were before. He’s going to kill their old sinful 
nature and raise them up a new creation, holy and righteous. But how? How can they live if they die? 

Here’s the Messiah’s plan: He’s going to die for them. He’s going to die for their sins on a cross. Then 
He’s going to rise again. Then He’s going to join them to His death and resurrection in Holy Baptism. In 

Him, then, they’ll die to sin and rise again. Because their sin is gone, the Lord’s face will shine upon them 

and they will be saved. They’ll have eternal life; and on the Last Day, they’ll be raised up to Paradise.  
 

Everything that was lost to sin will be restored forever. That’s why the Messiah comes. 
 

II. Restoration for You 

“Restore us, O God of hosts; let Your face shine, that we may be saved!” It’s still the prayer of 
the people of God today. 

 
You’ve lost a lot. You’re not in original condition anymore. Part of that is because, in the words of 

Ecclesiastes 9:11, “time and chance happen to all.” They preach an undeniable sermon of law. Time 
wears you down in this world—you’re not so young anymore. Physically, you crest at about age 18; after 



that, it’s downhill. Joints ache, arteries clog, muscles pull. It gets harder to stay in shape. Problems pile 

up, chronic injuries don’t go away. Mentally, you’re not as sharp as you used to be: reaction times slow 
and you can’t remember the way you used to. Along with what you can’t remember, there are probably 

things that you would rather forget. It may not be your fault at all: time and chance happen to all, and 
this usually isn’t reason to rejoice. 

 

It may be your fault. You may have made some bad decisions that have brought about problems 
in body and trouble in mind. You’ve found out the hard way that, once lost, some things can’t be brought 

back—like a working set of lungs, a missed opportunity, cruel words, a bad decision at an intersection, or 
innocence and virginity. It’s bad enough to have scars—it’s far worse when you only have yourself to 

blame. Bitterness and regret can eat you alive. 
 

So much has been lost. If you’re aware of such things, then you know you need to be restored.  

 
However, you don’t know how much you need restoration, because you don’t really know how 

much has been lost. You’ve never known your original condition, but only original sin. In other words, 
God created man to be holy and perfect in every way—no sickness, no pain, no sin, no regret. That’s how 

you were supposed to be, and that’s how you’ve never been. That sinlessness was lost in the Garden of 

Eden. You’ve never had it. And if that’s not bad enough, part of the curse of sin is the veil it puts over 
your eyes: you know you’re sinful, but you don’t know how truly sinful you are. According to the 

Scriptures, you’re full of hidden faults that you’ll never see to correct, even if you could.  
 

No, you need restoration: if you’re not restored, all that’s left is further deterioration and eternal 
death. And so by faith you pray, “Restore us, O God of hosts; let Your face shine, that we may be 

saved!” 

 
This is a prayer of repentance. In it is a confession: “O Lord, I cannot restore myself—only You 

can restore me.” This is a true confession, a good confession. So you repent of your sins of which you 
are aware, because you trust God’s Word that they are at work to destroy you. You repent of Your 

sinfulness, because you believe the Word that you’re worse than you know. You repent of believing that 

you can restore yourself by earning God’s favor, because to say that is to say that Jesus didn’t have to 
die. You repent of blaming the Lord for the evil you have suffered, for the Lord only turns His face away 

from those who don’t want to be in His sight.  
 

Repentant, you rejoice to pray, “Restore us, O God of hosts.” You rejoice to pray this because 

the God of hosts has promised to restore you—and if the God of hosts has promised to restore you, who 
is going to stand in His way? The Lord restores you, for that is why He became flesh, born of Mary. He 

has borne your weaknesses and infirmities to the cross, all that you and others and time and chance 
have done to damage you. He’s borne your sins there, too. He’s died your death to sin, and He is risen 

again. Risen again, He gives you His Word: in the waters of Holy Baptism, He has joined you to His death 
and resurrection. You’ve already died to sin. You already have eternal life. By the forgiveness of sins, the 

Lord restores you—not just to the best that you ever were, but better. Better than you ever have been, 

because sin will be no more. On the Last Day, He will raise you up, holy and sinless, just as the Lord 
intended you to be in Paradise. For now, troubles continue, lest you forget the consequences of sin and 

think you need no restoration. But the Day of Resurrection—and final restoration—is coming. 
 

The Lord will restore you. He promises, and He always keeps His promises. For the sake of Jesus, 

He makes His face shine upon you even now: He sees you, and He looks with favor upon you. This is 
where the Benediction at the end of the service is such a blessing: “The Lord make His face to shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you.” This isn’t a wish. It’s a gift, given you by God in that Word. The 
Lord declares to you that He sees you—and for the sake of Jesus, He sees you as one of His forgiven, 

holy and beloved children. Because His face shines upon you, He is gracious to you, because Christ has 
taken your sin away.  



 

He lets His face shine, that you may be saved. 
 

He shines His face on you, and so you will be restored. Not just to what you were at your best in 
this world, but better than you ever have been—holy and sinless forever.  

 

This is yours because the Messiah has come and redeemed you.  
 

This is yours because, solely for the sake of Jesus, you are forgiven for all of your sins. 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

 


